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January 27, 2012 

Native American Heritage Commission 
c/o Dave Singleton 
915 Capitol Mall, Suite 364 
Sacramento, CA 95814-4801 
 
VIA EMAIL:  Dave Singleton (ds_nahc@pacbell.net)  

Subject:   Request for a Sacred Lands File Search for the Carlsbad Sewer, Water, and 
Recycled Water Master Plans Environmental Impact Report (EIR) Project, located in 
an area encompassing approximately 40 Square Miles within Carlsbad, Oceanside, 
Vista, and San Marcos, County of San Diego, California (USGS Encinitas, Rancho 
Santa Fe, San Luis Rey, and San Marcos, CA. 7.5-minute topographic quadrangles). 

Dear Mr. Singleton: 

Atkins would like to determine whether any sacred sites are listed in the NAHC Sacred Lands 
File (SLF) for a project site relating to the Carlsbad Sewer, Water, and Recycled Water Master 
Plans EIR Project.  The proposed project is the update of the City of Carlsbad’s Sewer Master 
Plan, and the Carlsbad Municipal Water District (CMWD) Water and Recycled Water Master 
Plans to identify and implement the Capital Improvement Programs (CIP) required to meet 
current and future demand.  The area considered by the project includes the service areas of 
the CMWD for water and recycled water, and Carlsbad’s wastewater service area.  The project 
site is found in San Diego County and within various Sections and numerous Townships and 
Ranges on the following USGS topographic maps:   

 Encinitas - Township 12 South, Range 4 West; 
 Rancho Santa Fe - Township 12 South, Range 3 and 4 West; 
 San Luis Rey - Township 11 and 12 South, Range 4 and 5 West; and 
 San Marcos - Township 11 and 12 South, Range 3 and 4 West. 

 
Please notify us of any SLF-listed traditional cultural resources that may be included within the 
project site.   

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me via the contact 
information listed below.  Atkins thanks you in advance for your time and effort. 

Sincerely,   

 

Jennifer M. Sanka, M.A., RPA               
Associate Project Manager/Archaeologist 

jennifer.sanka@atkinsglobal.com 















 
 

 

February 24, 2012 

SAMPLE 
 
Subject:   Information Scoping Letter associated with the Carlsbad Sewer, Water, and 

Recycled Water Master Plans Environmental Impact Report (EIR) Project, located in 
an area encompassing approximately 40 Square Miles within Carlsbad, Oceanside, 
Vista, and San Marcos, County of San Diego, California (USGS Encinitas, Rancho 
Santa Fe, San Luis Rey, and San Marcos, CA. 7.5-minute topographic quadrangles). 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Atkins is presently preparing a Cultural Resources Section to include in the Carlsbad Sewer, 
Water, and Recycled Water Master Plans EIR document.  The purpose of the project is to 
update the City of Carlsbad’s Sewer Master Plan, and the Carlsbad Municipal Water District’s 
(CMWD) Water and Recycled Water Master Plans, and to identify and implement the Capital 
Improvement Programs (CIPs) required to meet current and future demand.   

At this time, information is being obtained and reviewed to help make informed, future planning 
decisions.  This letter is not associated with any government-to-government consultation 
process, but is an information request that will inform Atkins and the City of Carlsbad/CMWD 
about the presence or absence of significant resources found within the project area.  Please 
note that if properties of traditional cultural value exist within the project area boundaries, it 
would be helpful to at least conceptually address them in our EIR document.  However, Atkins is 
aware that the physical locations of properties of traditional cultural value are often considered 
confidential and sacred, and Atkins respects this concept.  No specific location data would need 
to be supplied in order to consider properties and landscapes important to you.  Any information 
supplied would only be employed to the extent allowed by the contact. 

Environmental regulations, including Section 106 of the NHPA of 1966, NEPA and CEQA, 
consider the effects a project may have on cultural resources, including Historic Properties.  The 
definition of Historic Properties and can include properties of traditional religious and cultural 
significance to Native American groups and individuals.  A Sacred Land File (SLF) search has 
been conducted by the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to assist in determining 
whether any traditional cultural properties are found within the project area.  The NAHC has 
indicated that known Native American cultural resources are located within the project 
area.  Further, the NAHC has informed Atkins that the entirety of Carlsbad and the 
surrounding areas are all considered highly sensitive for Native American resources.  In 
this region, numerous archaeological sites are known, as well as burials.  The NAHC has 
also listed you as a contact, and has indicated that you may have information about the 
potential for the project area to contain Native American cultural resources.   

We have enclosed a set of topographic location maps covering the City of Carlsbad and the 
CMWD service area in the northern portion of the County of San Diego.  These maps depict a 
variety of CIPs associated with the project, including water storage sites, sewers and water lines 
proposed for future repair and construction.  These proposed facilities are found within various 
Sections, and numerous Townships and Ranges on the following USGS topographic maps:   
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 Encinitas - Township 12 South, Range 4 West; 
 Rancho Santa Fe - Township 12 South, Range 3 and 4 West; 
 San Luis Rey - Township 11 and 12 South, Range 4 and 5 West; and 
 San Marcos - Township 11 and 12 South, Range 3 and 4 West. 

 
We wish to ask if you have any information about cultural resources in the project area and/or if 
you have any suggestions for their future preservation.  Please feel free to contact me at 
909.890.5951, x. 443-2505 or jennifer.sanka@atkinsglobal.com if you have any questions or 
information, or you may address and mail a response to my attention at our San Bernardino 
Office.  Information about resources located within the project area will assist in guiding the 
planning process, so that informed decisions can be made about the construction of future 
facilities as they relate to preserving the cultural heritage of the region. 

Sincerely,   

 

Jennifer M. Sanka, M.A., RPA               
Associate Project Manager/Archaeologist 

jennifer.sanka@atkinsglobal.com 

 

Enclosure:  Topographic Map Book with CIPs (Maps 1 through 6) 
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SAN LUIS REY BAND OF MISSION INDIANS 

1889 Sunset Drive • Vista, California 92081 

760-724-8505 • FAX 760-724-2172 

www.slrmissionindians.org 
 

 

March 30, 2012 

 

 

Ms. Jennifer Sanka 

Associate Project Manager/Archaeologist  VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Atkins North America     Jennifer.Sanka@atkinsglobal.comm 

650 East Hospitality Lane, Ste. 450 

San Bernardino, CA 92408 

 

 RE: TRIBAL RESPONSE REGARDING THE REQUEST FOR 

INFORMATION ASSOCIATED WITH THE CARLSBAD SEWER, 

WATER, AND RECYCLED WATER MASTER PLANS 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PROJECT, LOCATED IN AN 

AREA ENCOMPASSING APPROXIMATELY 40 SQUARE MILES 

WITHIN CARLSBAD, OCEANSIDE, VISA, AND SAN MARCOS, 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO   

 

Dear Ms. Sanka: 

 

  We, the San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indians (“Tribe”) have received and reviewed 

your scoping letter dated February 24, 2012 requesting information associated with the Carlsbad 

Sewer, Water, and Recycled Water Master Plans Environmental Impact Report Project 

(“Project”) located in an area encompassing approximately 40 square miles within Carlsbad, 

Oceanside, Vista, and San Marcos, County of San Diego (“Project Site/Area”). We understand 

that you are currently evaluating the possible cultural impacts that may be caused by this Project. 

Thank you for requesting our assistance in this matter. 

  

  As you are aware, we are a San Diego County Tribe whose traditional territory includes 

the current cities of Oceanside, Carlsbad, Vista, San Marcos and Escondido, as well as the 

communities of Fallbrook and Bonsall.  As you may also know, we are always concerned about 

the preservation and protection of cultural, archaeological and historical sites within all these 

jurisdictions.  

 

After a review of your letter, our Cultural Department has reviewed our sacred lands file 

and is aware of a multitude of cultural resources and sacred sites within a one mile radius of the 

Project Area, specifically including Native American burials. 

 

Prior to the Tribe sharing any further information with Atkins and or the Lead 

Agency(ies) to the Project, the Tribe requests that any and all cultural resource surveys 
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completed in the Project Areas and/or for the benefit of this Project be provided to the Tribe’s 

Cultural Department at 1889 Sunset Drive, Vista, CA 92081 as your earliest convenience. If 

digital copies are available, please send them directly to cjmojado@slrmissionindians.org.  

 

We appreciate this opportunity to provide comments and share our concerns regarding 

this Project. We thank you for your assistance in protecting our invaluable Luiseño cultural 

resources.  

 

Sincerely, 

  
       

 

 

 

 

      Merri Lopez-Keifer 

      Tribal Legal Counsel 

      San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cc: Melvin Vernon, Tribal Captain 

Carmen Mojado, Secretary of Government Relations and President of Saving Sacred 

Sites 
 

 






